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Evolution of a ‘Bill’
•Perception or need for new or amended law

•Industry/community demand

•Philosophical

•Emergent  issues: legal, safety, financial, etc

•Approval in principle by Cabinet to draft

•Drafting / ‘consultation’ phase

•Ministerial Bills Committee –change/add

•Govt. Caucus/Party Room approval

•Presentation processes



Parliamentary Process
•1st Reading ( intro & ‘printing’)

•2nd Reading & adjournment

•2nd Reading debate – Opposition & alternate

•Move to Clauses stage – Speaker departs

•Clause debate – Committee stage

•3rd Reading-Naming Bill

•Royal assent & proclamation



An ‘Act’ of Parliament
•Defines the law 

•Provides the facilitating framework

•Cannot be changed other than by Parlt.



Regulations
•‘Hang’ or ‘cascade’ from Act

•Must not conflict with intent of Act

•Ministerial or departmental delegation

•Come into effect by Gazettal

•Can be changed & ‘re-gazetted’

•Can be disallowed by Parliament:
•Specific  no. sitting days in which to move to disallow

•Must be debated within further specific no. days
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1. Actually amends the EPA Act 1996

2. Defines affected areas
• Terrain ( Wet Tropics)

• NQ Dry Tropics

• Reef Catchments  (Mackay-Whitsunday)

3. Prescribes focus industries
• Sugar Cane

• Cattle Grazing

4. Details priority objectives 

5. Allows identification of ‘hot spots’



The Fitzroy ‘connection’
•Inclusion would require amendment of Act

•Very limited resources/expertise

•Amendment would create Govt. problems:
•Require plausible reason for original exclusion

•Proof or otherwise of effectiveness of regulations

•Need to demonstrate ‘take-up’ & economic benefits

•Conclusion: 

–There is none, so where to now?



Immediate challenges
•Urban disconnect with rural Australia

•Practical challenges no longer understood

•Cheap, good quality food taken for granted

•Emotive and narrow media focus
•Sensation sells – the 30 second ‘grab’!

•‘Sexy’ reef versus ‘destructive’  land management

•‘Green’ political impacts
•Focus on the ‘minute’ to detriment of big picture

•Disconnect  with practice & economic capacity

•PETA



Generational disconnect !



‘Andy’ is the 
reality of where 

we are at!
•We cannot ignore the ‘signposts’.

•The net, texting, digital cameras, games, 
gadgets, are the ‘opposition’. 

•Milk DOES come from a carton!



The way forward?

•Three steps:
–Communication

–Innovation

–Demonstration

•Fight ‘fire with fire’: the 
truth will always out ! 



Communication:
•Make web site a ‘must go to’ activity 

•Have a consistent  message - be available

•Keep the focus relatively narrow

•Provide ‘friendly’ media opportunities

•Engage in constructive debate

•Challenge ‘single/narrow issue’ opponents

•Develop a  proactive ‘schools’ program

•‘Infiltrate’ the service community – Rotary, etc



Innovation
•Utilise the new communication technologies

–Web, digital imaging, radio, etc

•Develop ‘science to paddock to plate’ action

–Challenge /adapt scientific ‘discovery/research’

•Engage the ‘engine rooms’ of Govt. 

–3rd/4th tier of departmental structure

•Think outside square & watch for new ‘gate 
latches’!



Demonstration
•Highlight proven practice to community

–‘new’ traditional owner knowledge

–exotics have totally changed land management

•Detail pre-European landscape if possible

–Open country, no ‘social’ pests, huge fires

•Demonstrate new practice outcomes/reasons

–Laneways, Water extension, spelling,

•Show balance of nature & production

–Permanent water, fire control, species diversity



Meanwhile, back at the ranch



The critical element:

“Our minds, like 
parachutes, only 
function when open”

»Tom Lasater – founder of 

‘Beefmaster’ breed


