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Outline of presentation

- Background and global reef ecosystem health

- Some examples of local research and findings on land 

based impacts on GBR water quality

- Importance of land use in the Fitzroy River, Alligator Ck 

and Coastal Catchments region for impacts to inshore 

GBR water quality
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Loss of large reef species and eutrophication
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Summary = globally - reefs in decline
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Summary

- Globally, reef ecosystems are in decline

- IPCC warns that water quality affects reef ecosystem 

resilience to warming oceans and coral bleaching

- GBR is generally robust but in decline, water quality is 

impacted by land use and catchment runoff



Background

- Fitzroy Basin is a large 

(~ 142,000 km2) , dry tropical, 

ephemeral catchment 



Fitzroy Basin runoff enters the southern GBR lagoon


